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school helps all students achieve high stand-
ards, and a commitment to share best prac-
tices with other schools. These schools clearly
display the quality of excellence necessary to
prepare our young people for the challenges
of the next century.

With 750 students, River Dell has been a
four-year high school since 1994. It serves the
communities of Oradell and River Edge, hence
the name River Dell.

River Dell offers its students a variety of rig-
orous academic courses which emphasize
writing, computer and research skills in all dis-
ciplines. All students are required to take four
years of English and 25 percent take ad-
vanced placement English. Innovative courses
such as 10th-grade American Studies—com-
bining American history and literature—supple-
ment more-traditional World Cultures and U.S.
History. Chemistry, physics, biology, calculus,
statistics, business and economics courses
are all offered, most of them at the advanced
placement level. The Fine Arts Department re-
quires a professional portfolio of students par-
ticipating in its advanced placement program.
Musical opportunities include band/orchestra,
strings, chorus, musicianship and ensemble
groups. The Business Department operates a
real company, the Sweet Tooth Corp. All stu-
dents are required to take at least two com-
puter courses.

River Dell teachers are exceptionally well-
educated, with 7.4 percent holding doctorates
and 90 percent holding a master’s degree.

The excellence of River Dell’s academic
program has been repeatedly recognized. The
school has won a series of Best Practices
Awards from the state Department of Edu-
cation, recognizing its programs for the gifted
and talented, special students, business and
history. The success of the academic pro-
grams is also proven by students’ success—
92 percent of the members of the Class of
1997 went on to college.

River Dell students are well prepared by
their teachers, parents and role models in the
community. They can rest assured they will be
able to handle whatever challenges they
choose in life. Once again, congratulations to
everyone involved in this impressive achieve-
ment!
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to introduce the remarks
of my friend and constituent, Andrew J. Mair.
Even in retirement, Andy continues his long
tradition of public service by speaking and
writing on important issues of domestic and
foreign policy. His insightful commentary on
social security and the federal budget was
published in the Ft. Collins ‘‘Coloradoan’’ on
Sunday, May 31, 1998.

As Andy points out, current surpluses gen-
erated by the Social Security tax are being
used to finance other functions of the federal
government. Of the $5.5 trillion gross national
debt, $1.7 trillion is held by government ac-
counts. This portion of the debt represents ob-
ligations of one government agency, in this
case the Treasury Department, to various fed-

eral trust funds. The Social Security trust fund
is a good example. I hereby submit for the
RECORD, Andy Mair’s report.

May 14, 1998.
TO THE EDITOR: We are in a period of record

prosperity and a booming economy. Unem-
ployment is at a 28-year low. This prosperity
has resulted in a record amount of money
collected by Social Security in payroll taxes.
The surplus goes into the Social Security
trust fund.

For decades the federal government has
been borrowing the surplus of Social Secu-
rity and spending it on other federal pro-
grams. Therefore, the money owed to Social
Security becomes part of the federal public
debt.

The current push to reform Social Security
and the discussions on what to do with
money accumulated by balancing the budget
caused me to search out data on the 1998 fed-
eral budget.

The White House Office of Management
and Budget collects and maintains financial
data for the federal government. The data in
the attached chart is taken from their re-
port. Copies are available to the public.

The chart shows a rapid expansion in the
money collected and the money spent by the
federal government. It shows the increase
that started in the 1980s has continued
through the 1990s.

It shows total receipts, ‘‘all money col-
lected’’ by the federal government; total out-
lays, all money spent; and the increase in
federal debt by fiscal year.

Using three six-year periods in the chart
provides the opportunity to evaluate the last
six years.

TABLE 1.3.—SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS, OUTLAYS, AND
FEDERAL DEBT

[In billions of dollars]

Receipts Outlays Federal debt

1980 .......................................... $517.1 $590.9 $909,050
1986 .......................................... 769.3 990.5 2,120,627
1992 .......................................... 1,091.1 1,381.7 4,002,453
1998 .......................................... 1,566.8 1,687.5 5,465,000

Total money collected in 1980 was $517.1
billion and in 1998 was $1,566.8 trillion, an in-
crease of over 300% in 18 years. The ‘‘out-
lays,’’ total money spent, went from $590.9 in
1980 to $1,687.5 trillion in 1998, and the public
debt increased from $909,050 billion in 1980 to
$5,465,000 trillion as of April 15, 1998.

The annual report from the office of Social
Security shows total income for retirement,
survivor payments, and disability insurance
for 1997 was $449.9 billion, and total outgo’s
were $367.5 billion. This increased the Social
Security trust fund by $75.4 billion.

Projections for fiscal year 1998 show in-
come to Social Security will exceed $500 bil-
lion, and $100 billion will be added to the
trust fund. This will bring the total value of
the Social Security trust fund to over $700
billion.

By the year 2012 projections are that
money paid out to retirees will exceed
money received, unless drastic changes are
made in Social Security. Money to pay So-
cial Security benefits will have to be bor-
rowed by increasing the federal debt, or dra-
matically raising taxes. Will either of these
choices be available?

If a thirty-year-old worker looks at the
record of the last 18 years, or the last six
years. He cannot be optimistic there will be
any Social Security for him.

In prosperous times, with everybody work-
ing, why have we increased total federal debt
by over $1 trillion during the last six years?
Why have we increased federal spending by
over $300 billion?

No, the day of big government is not over.
We are not putting Social Security first. We

have the best government in the world. So-
cial Security is a good program. It can be
saved if the government will put its financial
house in order and stop the rapid expansion
in federal spending.

ANDREW J. MAIR,
Retired, U.S. Government.

By current estimates, the Social Security
trust fund will continue to run a surplus until
2012, when the first of the Baby Boom gen-
eration begins to retire. After that time, general
federal tax revenues will be required to cover
the ever-increasing difference between Social
Security expenditures, and the revenue from
Social Security taxes. Unless changes are
made, this situation will place an ever-increas-
ing squeeze on the federal budget, forcing ei-
ther massive cuts in other programs or cutting
Social Security benefits bloating the debt or
eventually, a combination of these responses.
The arithmetic which makes this a certainty is
clear: As recently as 1950, there were 16
workers for every Social Security beneficiary.
Today there are only 3.3. By 2025, there will
be fewer than two.

What is needed is a fundamental reassess-
ment of how the federal government spends
the taxes it collects. Though the budget is
technically near-balance, we must continue to
reduce spending and real reforms must be in-
stituted to sustain Social Security.

The National Debt Repayment Act (H.R.
2191) offers responsible management for any
future budget surpluses. As an original co-
sponsor of this legislation, I am working hard
to see it become law. The proposal will require
an annual surplus of one percent. The pro-
ceeds from that surplus will then be used to
pay for the various trust funds, tax cuts and
debt repayment. This planned, systematic ap-
proach to the budget will assure continued
progress toward a rational fiscal policy. This
will enable us to further decrease interest
rates, ensure the integrity of the Social Secu-
rity and highway trust funds, and eliminate the
burden our children and grandchildren would
otherwise have to bear. Reforms such as H.R.
2191 are a good first step, but we must act
now to assure the government fulfills its obli-
gations to today’s retirees, as well as tomor-
row’s Clearly, spending the ‘‘surplus’’ on new
programs is unacceptable. I thank Andy Mair
for his continuing involvement on this and
other issues of importance to my constituents
and all Americans.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

express my congratulations to the Comman-
dos of Hendersonville High School in Hender-
sonville, Tennessee as they celebrate their
victory in the 1998 TSSAA Class AAA State
Soccer Championship.

This is a tremendous achievement for the
Commandos as it is their first State Cham-
pionship since 1989. In a remarkable show of
school and community spirit, senior team
members aspired to win not only for them-
selves, but also for alumni who had played be-
fore them.
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